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Wildfire ignites in Glenwood Canyon this afternoon 
I-70 from Glenwood Springs to Gypsum will remain closed overnight 

 
GLENWOOD SPRINGS, Colo. — This afternoon about 60 firefighters and numerous aircraft responded to the 
1,300-acre Grizzly Creek Fire in Glenwood Canyon near the Grizzly Creek rest area, about five miles east of 
Glenwood Springs.  
 
The cause of the fire is under investigation. There are no immediate threats to structures and no evacuations are 
in place.  
 
Most of the firefighting effort this afternoon took place from the air because the rugged terrain and extreme fire 
behavior. This afternoon the air attack included two VLATs (very large air tankers), five LATs (large air 
tankers), five helicopters, and two SEATs (single engine air tankers). 
 
Interstate 70 is closed in both directions from Exit 116 (Glenwood Springs) to Exit 140 (Gypsum); alternate 
routes are advised. The highway will be reopened when it is safe to do so.    
 
The Forest Service is closing Coffee Pot Road outside of Dotsero and associated areas of the Flattops, as well as 
Hanging Lake. A map and more information about the closure will be posted tomorrow.  
 
The fire was first reported 1:29 p.m. today. Upon arrival the firefighters encountered large active flames in the 
I-70 median before the fire took a run up the north-facing slope.  Supporting agencies include the Upper 
Colorado River Interagency Fire Management Unit, Glenwood Springs Fire Department, Garfield County 
Sheriff’s Office, Gypsum Fire Protection District, Roaring Fork Fire Rescue, Carbondale Fire and Rural Fire 
Protection District, Colorado River Fire Rescue, and the Colorado Division of Fire Prevention and Control. 
Firefighters are coordinating closely with the Colorado Department of Transportation.  
 
Firefighters reported extreme fire behavior. Conditions throughout western Colorado remain very dry, and fire 
danger is high.  
 
Fire updates can be found on the Grizzly Creek Fire Facebook page @GrizzlyCreekFireCO or 
https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6942/ 
 
For Colorado Department of Transportation updates please visit: 
www.COTRIP.org 
 
 

https://inciweb.nwcg.gov/incident/6942/


### 
 

The Upper Colorado River Interagency Fire and Aviation Management Unit (UCR) includes Bureau of Land 
Management and U.S. Forest Service firefighting resources that cover 5.8 million acres along the Interstate 70, 
Colorado River and Roaring Fork River corridors from the Continental Divide to the Utah state line. The UCR 
includes the White River National Forest and the BLM’s Colorado River Valley and Grand Junction field 
offices. The UCR cooperates with other federal and state agencies, local communities, and fire departments on 
a wide range of activities including fuels treatments, fire prevention, and suppression. 
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